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Ques1: Define the following terms: 

1.Pictographs     2.Great Bath    3.Motif   4.Seal   5. Adimai   6.Megaliths   7.Erythraean   8.Masattuvan   
9.Oligarchy    10.Uzhavar       11.Integration of Cult        12.Jagannatha       13.Tantricism    14.Qual          
15. Wali    16. Zikr    17.Sangat   18.Tazkiras     19.Tavaram      20.Sharia     21.Nayanars       22.Maktubat    
23.Mahals     24.Benami    25.Taluqdars    26.Rentier    27.Bahikhatas    28.Lathyal     29. Amlah      
30.Dikus   31.Sahukar   32.Dewani   33.Ilaga   34.Bania   35.Mutiny   36.Bell of arms   37.Pattidar   
38.Firangi Raj    39.Ishtahar   40.Lineage     

Ques2: Very Short Answer type questions: 

1. Mention the names of women who played a dominant role in the rising of 1857. 
2. Why was the revolt in Awadh so extensive? 
3. Why did the moneylenders and the rich people become the victims of the mutineers? 
4. Who was Danka Shah? How did he become popular? 
5. What were the main sources for the reconstruction of the revolt of 1857? 
6. What role did Nana Sahib play in the revolt? 
7. How did the revolt of 1857, bring a formal end to the Marathas, Peshwas and the Mughals? 
8. Mention the name of two women who played an important role in the uprising of the revolt. 
9. Who were the Paharias? How did they earn their livelihood? 
10. How did the Santhals begin to come into Bengal around the 1780’s? Give two reasons. 
11. Where and how the colonial rule was first established? 
12. What was the Sunset Law? 
13. How did the British control the zamindars? 
14. By whom and when was the policy of pacification proposed? 
15. How did the zamindars manage to retain control over their zamindaris in case it was auctioned 

or taken away? 
16. What does Bhakti movement mean? 
17. What do you mean by Sufism? 
18. What do you mean by Tantric? What is the difference between Vedic and Trantic practices? 
19. Name any three deities of Vedic age who have lost their importance between the 8th to 18th 

centuries. From when do we get its evidence? 
20. What do you understand by Saguna and Nirguna Bhakti? 
21. Write any two religious beliefs and behaviours of the Lingyatats. 
22. What was Shariya? 
23. Who were the Ulama? 
24. What is meant by the term “ ginan”? 
25. What do you know about Mihrab and Minbar? 
26. Which methods of training were developed by the Sufi? 
27. What do you know about the Maktubat? 
28. Who was Mirabai? Whom did she worship? 
29. What do you know about Sangat and Pangat institution set up by Guru Nanak Dev ji? 
30. What are the five Kakkars of Sikhism? 
31. What did Ashoka called himself in his edicts? 
32. Who was Megasthenes? Write the name of the book which was written by him? 
33. Who were Dhamma Mahamattas? What was their role? 
34. What was the brief account of Ashoka’s Dhamma? 



35. Name the new kingdoms that emerged in the Deccan and further south. 
36. Who was James Prinsep? What was his contribution in the development of Indian epigraphy? 
37. What were Megaliths? 
38. In which languages and scripts were Ashokan script written? 
39. Who had written Harshacharita? What is it about? 
40. How were the Harappan seals and sealings used to facilitate long distance communication? 
41. Who is often called as the father of Indian Archaeology? What did he note about the plight of 

Harappa? 
42. Describe any two features of the Harappan cities. 
43. What were the crafts of the people of Chanudaro? 
44. Mention that Harappan culture was an urban culture. 
45. Mention the important features of weights used by the Harappans. 
46. Give a brief description of the Seals of the Harappan civilisation. 
47. Who were the Shammans? 
48. Give any two features of Harappan writing. 
49. What were the problems of piecing together to know Harappan life? 
50. What was unique about pots made of faience? 

Ques3: Short Answer type questions: 

1. How is Lower town different from the Citadel? 
2. Mention the characteristic features of domestic architecture at Mohenjodaro. 
3.  Discuss the functions that may have been performed by rulers in Harappan society. 
4. Discuss the importance of Harappan drainage system. 
5. Discuss the religious practices of the Harappan people. 
6. Write a note on the agricultural technology of Harappans. 
7. Write a note about the burials in Harappan culture. 
8. Write a short note on the Great Bath of Mohenjodaro. 
9. Write a brief note on the Harappan script. 
10. Explain trade relations of Harappa with western Asia. 
11. How do the exerpts from the account of Megasthenes and Arthashastra useful in reconstructing 

a history of Mauryan administration? 
12. What do you mean by Jatakas? Narrate one example to show the relationship of kings and his 

subjects. 
13. What types of sources have been used to reconstruct the history of Mauryan Empire? Explain 

briefly.  
14. Describe the salient features of Mahajanapadas. 
15. Describe briefly about the sources of Maurayan history. 
16. How Ashoka propagated and spread Buddhism? 
17. What is the significance of the inscriptions of Ashoka in the Indian history? 
18. Who was Prabhavati Gupta? Tell a rare example found abot her. 
19. Why the cities especially capital cities, during Mahajanpada age, were fortified? 
20. Give brief information about trade beyond sub- continent from 6th century BCE. 
21. What were the five pillars or basic principles of Islam? 
22. Discuss the main features of Mosques. 
23. What were the similarities and dissimilarities between be- sharia and ba- sharia? 
24. What were the main objectives of Bhakti Movement? 
25. Discuss the contribution of Amir Khusuru in the fields of music and literature. 
26. Explain the teachings of Guru Nanak Dev Ji. Did he wish to establish a new religion? 



27. How did Islam gain a place in Deccan? 
28. Describe the controversy about the birth and death of Kabir. 
29. Write short notes on Khanqahs with special reference to the Chishti  Khanqah. 
30.  What were the factors responsible for the growth of Sufism in Islam? 
31. Explain the Permanent Settlement of land. 
32. Describe the position of “Jotedars” at the end of the 18th century. 
33. Why did the Santhals rebel against the British rule? 
34. What were the problems of using official sources in writing about the history of peasants? 
35. Describe the lifestyle of the Paharias in the late 19th century. 
36. Critically examine the policies adopted by the Britishers to control Paharias. 
37. Write a brief note on the Deccan Riots Commission and its report. 
38. How the revenue and legal system introduced by the British benefit the moneylenders? 
39. Critically examine the travels and surveys of Buchanan. 
40. Why groups in Britain opposed the monopoly of the East India Company? 
41. What was the effect of the Azamgarh proclamation on people? 
42.  Discuss the attitude of Money lenders, Traders and Zamindars towards the revolt of 1857. 
43. Describe the Hindu- Muslim unity during the mutiny of 1857. 
44. Discuss the impact of Lord Dalhousie’s policy of annexation of Awadh on the people of this 

region. 
45. Discuss the weaknesses and strengths of the Revolt of 1857. 
46. Comment the tyranny of the British government in suppressing the rebellion. 
47. Who devised the Subsidiary Alliance? Explain the terms and conditions of the Subsidiary 

Alliance. 
48. Write features of Dalhousie’s Doctrine of Lapse. 
49. “The mutiny of 1857 is often referred as the first war of independence”. Explain the statement. 
50. Why did Delhi become the main centre of the revolt? 

Ques 4: Long Answer type questions: 

1. How rumours and prophecies did played an important part in the Mutiny of 1857? Give example 
with your answer 

2. Discuss the causes of discontent among soldiers leading to the mutiny. 
3. Why did the Revolt of 1857 fail? Discuss. 
4. What were the general causes of revolt of 1857. 
5. Explain the legacy of the Revolt of 1857. 
6. Why is the Mutiny of 1857 known as the first struggle for independence? 
7. How did British disposes Taluqdars of Awadh during 1857? Explain with examples. 
8. In what ways the racial arrogance superiority was displayed by the British act as a reason for 

Revolt of 1857. 
9. Why did the British not have an easy time in putting down the rebellion of 1857? Give reasons. 
10. What part was played by Nana Sahib, Asim Ullahshah and Tantia Tope in the rising of 1857? 
11. Explain the impact of American Civil War of 1861 on Indian peasants. 
12. Why did the Fifth Report become the basis of intense debate in England? 
13. What changes Lord Cornwallis brought in the revenue policy of Bengal? 
14. What were the reasons of tension between relations of moneylenders and ryots after the 

decline of Maharashtra’s cotton export? 
15. What were the causes of Deccan Riots of 1875? How did the government suppress them 
16. What changes came in the condition of agriculture in India in the 19th century? 
17. What were the problems using official sources in writing about the history of peasants? 



18. Describe the relationship between Paharias and plain people. 
19. What was Damin-i-koh? Why did Santhals resist against Britishers during 18th century? Give 

reasons. 
20. “Collection of Revenue was a problem for zamindars”. Discuss. 
21. Discuss the main teachings of Islam. 
22. Discuss the activities of Chishti silsila in subcontinent on the basis of the Khanqah of Shaikh 

Nizamuddin Auliya. 
23. Describe the key features of Bhakti Movement. 
24. What were the similarities and dissimilarities between Sufism and Bhakti movement?  
25. How did Kabir describe the ultimate reality through his poems? 
26. Who was Guru Nanak Dev ji? What type of Bhakti did he suggested? How did the foundations of 

Khalsa Panth come in front? 
27. Discuss the ways in which the Alvars, Nayanars and Virashaivas expressed critiques of the caste 

system. 
28. What is meant by Bhakti Movement? What were the causes of its origin? 
29. Who was Shankaradeva? Mention his teachings. 
30. Explain briefly the ideas of Suhrawardi order of Sufism. Also write the differences between 

Chishti and Suhrawardi orders of Sufism? 
31. Discuss the ways kings claimed high status in ancient times. 
32. Describe the sources used for reconstructing the history of Gupta rulers. 
33. What does the Ashokan inscriptions tell about the Maurayas? Describe the limitations of the 

inscriptional evidences. 
34. Explain the system of land grants and trade from 600BCE TO 600 CE. 
35. Discuss the use of Brahmi and Kharosthi script and the method to decipher it. 
36. “The early rulers considered themselves as Gods”? Explain it with examples. 
37. What do you mean by Numismatics? How has Numismatics helped to reconstruct possible 

commercial network during 6th century BCE? Discuss. 
38.   To what extent were agricultural practices transformed in the period under consideration. 
39. Write a note on Ashoka’s concept of Dhamma. 
40. Evaluate character and personality of Kanishka. Why was he known as the second Ashoka? 
41. “Harappan people lead a prosperous life”. Justify with examples. 
42. How the Harappan civilisation came to an end? 
43. How was the Lower town different from the Citadel? 
44. Describe the techniques for making beads in the Harappan civilisation. 
45. Describe briefly the drainage system of the Harappan cities. 
46. Discuss the religious practices of the Harappan people. 
47. Write a note about the burials in Harappan culture. 
48. Explain trade relations of Harappans with Western Asia. 
49. Describe the contribution of Sir John Marshall, Director- General of the A.S.I to Indian 

archaeology. 
50. What do you know about the gateways of the Harappan cities. 

 

 

 


