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1. What is Manipravalam? Name abook written in that language. 
2. Who were the major patrons of Kathak? 
3. What are the Important architectural features of the temples of Bengal? 
4. Why did minstrels proclaim the achievements of heroes? 
5. Why do we know much more about the cultural practices of rulers than about those of 

ordinary people? 
6. How were the Rajput rulers most distinctive? 
7. Define the term Kathak. 
8. What are miniatures?        
9. What distinguished Kangra painting from the paintings? 
10. On what objects do we fiend paintings of ordinary people? 
11. Why did the Nawab of Awadh and Bengal try to do away with the jagirdari system? 
12. How were the Sikhs organised in the eighteenth century? 
13. Which parts of India were associated with peasant and zamindari rebellions? 
14. Name the three states that were carved out of the old Mughal provinces in the 18th century. 
15. What was the effect of Aurangzeb’s long war in the Deccan? 
16. How did the later Mughal emperors lose their control over their nobles? 
17. Describe the impact of Nadir Shah’s invasion upon Delhi? 
18. How did Burhan-ul-Mulk reduce Mughal influence in the Awadh region? 
19. What common features were shared by these three states—Awadh, Bengal and Hyderabad?   
20. What were the causes of the fad of the Mughal Empire? 
21. Describe the conditions of employment as well as the wages of workers in the garment 

exporting factory. Do you think the workers get a fair deal? 
22. Why did the trader pay Swapna a low price? 
23. If the weavers were to buy yam on their own and sell cloth, they would probably earn three 

times more. Do you think this is possible? How? Discuss. 
24. How are small farmers in the grip of the local trader? 
25. How does market work move in favour of the rich and powerful? What are the ways to 

overcome them? 
26. Why does the feeling of equality that the ballot box provides not extend to the most people’s 

lives? 
27. Are people discriminated on the basis of religion, caste or gender? 
28. How did TawaMatsyaSangh achieve its goal of fishing right? 
29. Describe creative expression against inequality. 
30. ‘Issues of Equality Are Central to a Democracy’. Explain the statement. 
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1. Why did conquerors try to control the temple of Jagannatha at Puri? 
2. Why were temples built in Bengal? 
3. Describe the most important features of the culture of your region, focussing on buildings, 

performing arts, and painting. 
4. Do you use different languages for (a) speaking, (b) reading, (c) writing? Find out about 

one major composition in language that you use and discuss why you find it interesting. 
5. Choose one state each from north, west, south, east and central India. For each of these, 

prepare a list of foods that are commonly consumed, highlighting any differences and 
similarities that you notice. 

6. Who was Anantavarman? 
7. Who did King Anangabhima III dedicate his kingdom to? What did he proclaim himself? 
8. What was called Rajputana by the British?    
9. Who were the Naths? 
10. Why was the second category of the early Bengali literature not written down? 
11. Why did the Marathas want to expand beyond the Deccan? 
12. What were the policies adopted by Asaf Jah to Strengthen his position? 
13. Do you think merchants and bankers today have the kind of influence they had in the 

eighteenth century? 
14. Did any of the Kingdoms mentioned in this chapter develop in your state? If so, in what 

ways do you think life in the state would have been different in the eighteenth century from 
what, it is in the twenty-first century? 

15. What was the geographical and economic importance of Awadh? 
16. Why did zamindaars of Bengal borrow money from bankers and moneylenders? 
17. Describe the close connection between the state of Awadh and bankers. 
18. How did MurshidQuli Khan become powerful in Bengal? 
19. Give an account of the Maratha expansion occurred between 1720 and 1761. 
20. Describe the three common features of the states like Awadh, Bengal and Hyderabad. 
21. The Mughal Empire had to face a variety of crises towards the closing years of the 17th 

century. What were the causes behind it? 
22. Where do you think large farmers would sell their cotton? How is their situation different 

from Swapna? 
23. What are the following people doing at the Erode cloth market—merchants, weavers, 

exporters? 
24. How do weaver’s cooperatives reduce the dependence of weavers on the cloth 

merchants? 
25. Who is involved in the putting-out system? How is this system advantageous and 

disadvantageous for the weavers? 
26. How do some people fight for removal of inequality in the society? 
27. What leads to displacement of people and communities? 
28. How was TawaMatsyaSangh formed? 
29. What is important to curb discrimination? 
30. What does the Indian Constitution recognise? What does it state? 
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