
Winter Vacation Home Work Class IX English (Language & Literature) 
 
Q1 Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions: 
What writers struggle to express through numerous newspaper columns, the cartoon manages in a pointed one-liner. Little 
wonder then, that the first thing most of us like to see when we pickup a newspaper is the cartoon. Simple though it may seem, 
making a cartoon is an art that requires a combination of hard work, training and a good sense of humour. Cartoonists say that 
the cartoons that make us laugh the most are in fact the cartoons that are hardest to make. Even celebrated cartoonists like 
R.K.Laxman admit that making a cartoon is not a piece of cake. Laxman says he has to wait for over six hours, which includes 
spending a lot of time scanning newspapers and television channels before any idea strikes him. 
 
So how does one become a cartoonist? Which of us has the talent to make it? How can we master the rib-tickling strokes and 
the witty one-liners? How can we make people smile or laugh? There are few colleges or schools for cartoonists. Most 
cartoonists come from art colleges, while some learn the craft on their own.one-liners? How can we make people smile or 
laugh? There are few colleges or schools for cartoonists. Most cartoonists come from art colleges, while some learn the craft on 
their own. Most established cartoonists are of the view that no institute can teach you to make a cartoon. “You can pick up the 
craft, you may learn to sketch and draw in institutes, but no one can teach anyone how to make a good cartoon,” says Uday 
Shanker, a cartoonist with Navbharat Times. While basics, like drawing and sketching can be learnt in an art college, and are 
important skills, these alone, do not make a good cartoonist. Because it’s a question of one’s creativity and sense of humour; 
two qualities one simply may not have. The advice established cartoonists give is that just because you can sketch, don’t take it 
for granted that you will become a cartoonist. 
Read the questions given below and write the option you consider the most appropriate in your answer sheet. 
 
Q1: What, according to Laxman, is the challenge in creating a good cartoon? 
(i) waiting for the right thought (ii) browsing newspapers to emerge. and television. 
(iii) getting the right kind of (iv) good drawing and sketching training. skills. 
Q2: Which of these words BEST describes this passage? 
(i) humorous (ii) technical 
(iii) challenging (iv) informative 
Q3: Of the many qualities that cartoonists should have, which of the following is not referred to directly but can be inferred from 
the passage?  
(i) knowledge of current (ii) knowledge of educational technologies. institutions. 
(iii) knowledge of news and ((iv) good drawing and sketching training. skills. 
Q4: According to the passage, which group of people is of the opinion that one cannot learn to make a cartoon in institutions? 
(i) many struggling writers. (ii) highly creative artists. 
(iii) well-respected cartoonist. (iv) all newspaper editors. 
Q5: “Don’t take it for granted that you will become a cartoonist.” Choose the option that is closest in meaning to the sentence. 
(i) Don’t assume that you will (ii) Don’t hope that you will become a cartoonist. become a cartoonist. 
(iii) Don’t believe that you will (iv) Don’t imagine that you will become a cartoonist. become a cartoonist. 
                        LANGUAGE 
Q2  Fill in the blanks with suitable Prepositions:  
(at, on, from, along, across, to, by, for, into) 
1. We are waiting____________our result.  
2. Mr.Mathur lives___the river. 
3. The lion jumped_______the well.  
4. Many people suffered _________malaria.  
5.Ruchi sat________the table to take her lunch.  
 Q3..Fill in the blanks with suitable pronouns:  
1. ___________am sorry if ________have hurt you.  
2.The teacher told Mohan__________should obey_________.  
3.Neha dreeses_________beautifully for the party.  
4.__________school is famous for___________good results.  
5.___________should not laugh at_______________.  
6.Who are __________dancers?  
 Q4. Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verbs given in the bracket:  
1. This girl__________his work sincerely.(do)  
2. My neighbours dog_____________loudly at night.(bark)  
3.The Rajdhani express _____________ Agra late in the evening.(reach)  
4.When the clock__________ten I _________to bed.(strike,go)  
5.We ________our uniform when we_________to school.(wear,go)  
 Q5.Join these pairs of sentences, using the word given in the bracket:  
1. It was not raining. We did not play football.(though)  
2.He gobbled up the food. He did not eat for four days.(for)  
3.Fruits and vegetables are in short supply.The truckers have gone on strike.(because)  
4.The assembly is over.Go to your class.(after) 
Q6. Rearrange the following words or phrases into meaningful sentences: 

1. is a/ whoever / great soul / is / man / brave, / of 



2. end of / is to / the / life / true / never / know / ends / that / life. 
3. the fear itself / the / we / to fear / only / have / thing / is 
4. is / stress / majorly / our / lives / affecting 

                          LITERATURE  
Q7. Read the passage and answer these questions: 

1) Everyone in the high school including my teachers was aware of my plight. I was embarrassed if somehow I were 
responsible. What a way to start off at a new school? This was not a kind of attention I was looking for. 

a) Who is the speaker of these lines and what was his plight? 
b) Why was he embarrassed? 
c) Why was he uncomfortable about starting school in this manner? 
d) Why didn't he want this kind of attention? 

Q8. She hugged Johnsy. Then she gave her lots of hot soup and a mirror. Johnsy combed her hair and smiled brightly. 
a) When did Sue hug Johnsy? Why? 
b) Why did Sue give her soup? 
c) Why did Sue give her mirror too? 
d) What made Johnsy smile brightly? 

Q9. Read the following extracts and answer the questions that follow in one or two lines 
When the humid shadows hover 
 
Overall the starry spheres 
 
And the melancholy darkness 
 
 Gently weeps in rainy tears, 
 
 What a bliss to press the pillow 
 
Of a cottage chamber-bed 
 
And like listening to the patter 
 
Of the soft rain overhead 

a) What does the poet imply by "humid shadow'? 
b) What does the phrase 'starry spheres' refer to ? 
c) What does the poet consider to be a "bliss" in the rainy season? 

Q10. Write summary of poem 'The Snake Trying'? 
Q11. Summary of poem 'The Road Not Taken' 
Q12. Write story in brief (in your own words) 'The Bond of Love' 
Q13. Write Character sketch of Santosh Yadav. 
 
 
 
 
  
 


