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 CHAPTER: 2       WRITING AND CITY LIFE 

 
A) VERY SHORT QUESTIONS: 
a) What is the meaning of Mesopotamia? 
b) Where did towns develop first in world history? Name any three early developed towns as well. 
c) What was the status of women in Mesopotamian society? 
d) What is Gilgamesh? 
e) Who founded the city of Ur and when? 
f) When was the excavation begun in Mesopotamia? Which three types of cities founded here? 
g) Name two prominent rulers of Uruk. 
h) By whom Uruk was by when? 
i) Describe the status of slave in short. 
j) Who was the founder of Babylon? 
k) When and by whom ‘Code of Law’ was composed? 
l) Name the chief deity worshipped in the city of Ur. 

 
B) SHORT QUESTIONS: 

a) What do you know about the Mesopotamian writing system? 
b) Describe the social division of Mesopotamian Civilisation? 
c) Describe the sacred temples (Ziggurats) of Mesopotamia. 
d) Write a short note on the code of Hammurabi. 
e) Write the causes of the increasing activities of the temples. 
f) Write a note on animal herders of Mari. 
g) “Urbanisation first took place in Mesopotamian cities? Why it’s so? 
h) Write about the town planning of the Mesopotamian cities. 
i) What do you know about the time division of Mesopotamians? 
j) Mention some of the important facts regarding the Mesopotamian seals. 
k) “Mobile animal herding not necessarily a threat to town life”. Why? 
l) Mesopotamians valued city life in which people of many communities and cultures lived side by side. 

Mention some of the facts regarding this. 
 

C) LONG QUESTIONS: 
a) Explain how the geographical conditions of the Egyptian and Mesopotamian civilisations affect their 

history. 
b) Give an estimate of the Sumerian Civilisation of Mesopotamia. 
c) What were the steps taken by the Mesopotamian king to increase his influence and control? 
d) Estimate the achievements of Mesopotamian King Assurbanipal. 
e) What do you know about the Palace of Mari of King Zimrilim? Why it was so famous? 
f) Division of labour is one of the important features of urban life. Explain it with suitable examples. 

 
Note: Along with these do all the NCERT questions.  
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CHAPTER: 4 THE CENTRAL ISLAMIC LANDS 

A) Very Short Answer Type: 
a) Who was Prophet Muhammad? 
b) Define the term Tribe? 
c) Who were Muslims? 
d) Who established Hijri Era? 
e) How did the system of Caliphate come into being? 
f) Name all the 4 caliphs in chronological order. 
g) Who were the Bedouins? 
h) Define the term Crusades? 
i) When was the battle of Camel fought? Between whom this war took place? 
j) Name the last Khalifa of Umayyad Dynasty? 
k) What do you know about the source of the Muslim Law? 
l) Describe the contribution of Arabs in the field of culture. 
m) What is meant by ‘Aramaic’? 

B) Short Answer Type: 
n) Write the main teachings of Islam. 
o) Why Muhammad called himself the ‘Messenger of God’? 
p) What do you know about Arab tribe? Explain. 
q) Discuss in brief the achievements of Muhammad. 
r) Who were the Caliphs? Write a note on their authority. 
s) Describe the main sources of income of the state. 
t) “The hostility towards the Muslim world became more pronounced in the 11th Century”. Why? 

C) Long Answer Type: 
u) Why political expansion and unification did not came easily for Arab tribesmen? 
v)  Explain about the causes of breakup of Caliphate and rise of the concept Sultanates. 
w) What do you know about the architecture of the Islamic world during 10th century? 
x) Learned Muslims who have acquired knowledge, took many measures to strengthen the social identity of 

their community. Explain. 
y) Discuss the factors that contributed to the unity of Islamic society between 950 and 1200 CE? 
z) When did New Persian develop in Islamic world? What contribution this language made to the development 

of poetry? 

Note: Along with these do all the NCERT questions.  
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